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Jingle: 00:01 She Shed Comedy with Linda Schwartz: Empowering your 
comedy career. 

Linda Schwartz: 00:07 Hey everybody. Welcome back to She Shed Comedy podcast. 
I'm your host, Linda Schwartz. If this is your first time listening, 
then thanks for coming . The podcast is produced every week 
for your enjoyment and show notes are found at 
sheshedcomedy.com . Today we're talking to Dani Zoldan. Dani 
is a serial entrepreneur owner of Stand Up New York. And Stand 
Up New York made its name in the 80's and 90's with many of 
the world's best known comics to frequent the club including 
Jerry Seinfeld, Chris Rock, Robin Williams, and John Stewart. 
Dani is a father of three and my good friend. It's episode 
number 18 so come back often and feel free to add the podcast 
to your favorite RSS feed or iTunes. You can also follow me on 
Instagram, Twitter, and Facebook. All links are in the show 
notes. Now, let's get into the show. 

Linda Schwartz: 00:58 Hey everybody, welcome back to She Shed Comedy podcast. I'm 
your host, Linda Schwartz, and today I'm with Dani Zoldan. He's 
the owner of Stand up New York. Welcome Dani. 

Dani Zoldan: 01:08 Thanks for having me. I think you're the first person to 
pronounce my name right. 

Linda Schwartz: 01:12 Well that's because I've been practicing. Ever since I heard you 
say it. I, I, I've been all morning up Dani, Dani, Dani, Dani. 

Dani Zoldan: 01:19 You said it perfectly. 

Linda Schwartz: 01:21 Oh, well thank you. 

Dani Zoldan: 01:22 Even my dad says like "Danny" sometimes 

Linda Schwartz: 01:26 I caught myself saying Danny earlier because I was kind of 
practicing this introduction. 

Dani Zoldan: 01:32 And its perfectly, but you pronounce it better than me probably. 

Linda Schwartz: 01:36 I don't know about that. But anyway, welcome. I'm so honored 
to have you. I know that. So in this podcast I wanted to shift 
focus a little bit and talk more about the business end of 
comedy. I've had a lot of guests come on who, our stand up 
comics who've been starting, who've been veterans. But for me, 
what I've really been trying to focus on lately is the business 
side of comedy and what better way than to talk to a stand up 
comedy club owner. So can you share a little bit about your 
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story and tell us how you became the owner of Stand Up New 
York? 

Dani Zoldan: 02:13 Sure. It's, I guess it's rare for people to get into the comedy club 
isn't us. There's, was more, I guess it was more comedians out 
there than comedy club owners. 

Linda Schwartz: 02:23 Yeah. 

Dani Zoldan: 02:23 But, I grew up right outside of Greenwich village on 18th Street 
between fifth and Broadway, which is pretty close to the 
comedy cellar. So I used to go to the comedy cellar almost every 
weekend when I was in high school and college. So I love going 
to comedy clubs. I wasn't a big comedy nerd where I don't have 
like Richard Pryor albums or Robin Williams albums. I'm not that 
type of comedy nerd, but going to a live show and having that 
experience I always loved. So fast forward a couple of years 
after I would freaking the comedy cellar a lot on checkout 
shows on weekends. A two of my good friends growing up got 
into stand up and they were performing at shows around the 
city, including at Stand Up New York. 

Dani Zoldan: 03:10 So I used to see them perform here. And then 11 years ago I 
was living around the corner from the club and I heard that it 
was for sale. I saw an ad actually, a website that advertises 
businesses for sale. And I was in, I was in the telecom business, 
but I was looking for something more creative, so I was on this 
business broker website and I saw an ad comedy club on the 
Upper West Side is for sale and there was only one at the time 
and I was living around the corner, so I called my comedian 
friend Gabe and I'm like, dude, like Stand Up New York is for 
sale. You know I, I live around the corner, you lose a few bucks 
away. We used to go there when we were in high school and 
college, let's try to buy it and we, we just, we just jumped in. 
He's more of the comedy guy. Funny Guy. I'm more of the the 
business side. 

Linda Schwartz: 03:58 Yeah. 

Dani Zoldan: 03:58 We got together, we bought the club. We were 27 years old and 
it's been 10 years. 

Linda Schwartz: 04:02 That's pretty incredible. I mean it feels a little synchronicity to 
me that you both are, it's almost like a dream scenario where 
you're the business guy, he's the comedian. And this comes up 
for sale right around the corner from you guys. 
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Dani Zoldan: 04:14 Yeah, it was perfect. 

Linda Schwartz: 04:17 So what I really, really want to know is, you know, I know that 
you stand, you're around a lot of stand up comics, and for me, 
I'm an aspiring stand up comedian as well. And I've really, what 
I've really noticed to the interviews that I've been doing with 
comics is that they work a lot on the craft and I'm not knocking 
that I, I worked a lot on the craft too. But I also recognize that 
the ones who are making it so to speak are that who are in my 
eyes a little bit more successful, are focusing more on the 
business side of things. And I wonder if you could tell us a little 
bit about what you think the qualities are of a successful stand 
up comic who focused more on business? Like what do you 
think they possess that other, other comics don't? 

Dani Zoldan: 05:04 Are you saying comics that understand 

Linda Schwartz: 05:09 Yeah. The business,like what business qualities do you think are 
most prevalent in the ones who are seeing more success than 
others? 

Dani Zoldan: 05:16 Yeah, that's a good question. Being business savvy and focusing 
more on the business and not, and not solely on the creative 
can get you I think a lot, a lot further. Especially in this town like 
in New York, if you have the ability to network, you know, and 
feel comfortable reaching out to owners and bookers, and, and 
just finding angles, how to get into a club. I mean those comics I 
think have a better chance of, getting on stage. There are 
comics that just would like email me their, their YouTube link. 
Hey, I'd love to get stage time. I got an email, I got a text the 
other day actually from someone who said, I've been, I've been 
work shopping like my, my act, let me know what day works for 
you next week for me to go on stage. 

Linda Schwartz: 06:08 Does that work? Is that really work? 

Dani Zoldan: 06:10 Yeah, that's what I'm saying. So like he wasn't thinking so much, 
like he's never done a spot before. He, he was just, I think he 
was just writing and he put together like an act with that going 
on stage and he felt so confident and like what he wrote where 
he's like, yeah, you know, let me know what day works for your 
next for work and get a spot. And I'm like, I respond. Like maybe 
you should start at an open mic. 

Linda Schwartz: 06:37 Right. 
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Dani Zoldan: 06:37 And he's like, good point. I didn't think of that. So I mean, so 
just, just being aware and knowing how to talk to like people in 
the industry and finding, like the right angle. 

Linda Schwartz: 06:52 Yeah, 

Dani Zoldan: 06:53 I mean that, that's always helpful. Just the way you carry 
yourself and the way you brand yourself, is super important 
also. Go out of comics, come through the club and do the open 
mic and they look like slobs and, and, and there are a mess. And 
they're, they're, they're, they have like a backpack and like 
three plastic bags and they're eating lunch. I dunno, like we got 
a lot of that in New York City. I would tell a lot of comics just 
how important it is to like carry yourself because people want 
to be around people that look like they have there shit together, 
you know. 

Linda Schwartz: 07:23 Totally. Yeah. So basically what you're saying is learn how to 
communicate in the language of a business owner or a Booker 
and do your homework and, and create yourself in a way or 
carry yourself in a way that is indicative of your branding. I 
mean, unless being a Hobo comic is your thing like. 

Dani Zoldan: 07:44 Yeah, yeah, yeah. I'm with you. 

Linda Schwartz: 07:47 Yeah. I've always wondered if cold emailing like that has ever 
worked because I've, I've considered it in the past. But then 
again for me, I feel like I do need to focus more on creating the 
craft, getting on stage, and then you know, doing other things 
that might, that might help me on the business side, like net 
networking. I do a lot of networking. I hate it, but I know that 
it's the one thing that can help me elevate my, my own stand up 
comedy. I don't think I'm that great. I, I'm definitely still a work 
in progress. But can you share with us a little bit about, you 
know, what you look for when you do book a comic or does that 
go through, you do have, a separate Booker. And how does, 
how does that structure in a comedy club work? 

Dani Zoldan: 08:34 So I, I personally, I don't do the booking. We have, we have our 
house show Booker, her name is Candy and then John 
Borromeo books keeps his eye on more aspiring comics on their 
way up. So we have two different people. One focuses on the 
pro comics, we book our house shows on and one focuses on 
the, the up and coming comics. I don't get too involved with the 
booking. You know, I've, I've, I have good people that helped 
me there. But I would say like, we want, we want to put comics 
whether pro or up and coming that are always like trying to 
improve obviously and, and come up with new material and 
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they're, and they're creating during the day, like the writing for 
the daily show or, or SNL or there they're active producing like 
their own funny videos. And I mean, there could, there are 
comics, they have begun to have a podcast. So I mean those are 
the types of comics that impressed me. The one, the ones that 
are constantly just creating and hustling. I met a comic last night 
at this bar show I was at and he said he goes to three to five 
open mics and night. 

Linda Schwartz: 09:46 That's impressive. 

Dani Zoldan: 09:46 And that, that shows dedication, whereas I've met people, you 
know, who, who, you know. Yeah. I haven't, you know, I do an 
open mic once every two week, two weeks, three weeks. So, 
yeah, you can, you can, you can find the comics that we 
obviously give preference to the comics that we see that are 
putting in the work and they're hustling all day long and they're 
waking up early and the writing and they have a routine and 
they're recording their set when they perform and they listened 
to it after and they're writing notes and they're treating it like a 
business. 

Linda Schwartz: 10:18 Right. Let's talk about that because I know you're a serial 
entrepreneur and could you give us a few if for an up and 
comer, like I, I've always, yesterday I was talking to a woman 
who is a mindset mentor and I was asking her about the, you 
know, the benefits of going pro in your mind going at this 
comedy thing as a hobby versus a business. And I feel like that 
shift has to happen in your mind first. And because you're a 
serial entrepreneur, like I, I'd love to hear your thoughts on that 
and how, someone can and shift a little bit? 

Dani Zoldan: 10:58 People can shift and be aware of that shift when like, they know 
what they want. So like when you, when you know what you 
want when you are like a hundred percent sure like this is what 
I want. Then like there's, I feel like there was no stopping you 
and you're going to, you're going to put a game plan together to 
make sure you got it. So I think that's where like the mindset 
really comes into place when you know what you want. There's 
a lot of people out there that they're not sure exactly what they 
want. Even I don't even know exactly what I want and like it's 
not, it's not like their fault. They just, yeah, they don't know. 
They don't know if they want to be a stand up comic. They don't 
know if they want to be, they might want to be an actor. They 
want like a sitcom they want to talk show I, so I find a lot of 
comics and just, I feel like most people in general are, most 
people in general I feel like are not sure exactly what they want. 
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Linda Schwartz: 11:52 Yeah. I get that I, I mean I feel a lot of uncertainty sometimes in 
myself too, but especially when I'm working on my material 
because I'm like, God is this, this is so, so challenging is probably 
one of the most challenging things that I've ever undertaken. 
But I also recognize that it's part of the growth process and that 
mindset for me, having that shift in my mind from even just a 
little bit like, yes, this is what I want to do for the next, at least 
until my baby comes, you know, because I'm, I'm pregnant. 

Dani Zoldan: 12:26 Yeah 

Linda Schwartz: 12:26 But just knowing that that is what I want for this period of time 
is really motivating for me. But I totally get that a lot of people 
don't know what they want. So clarity really comes to mind for 
me. Like having a sense of clarity around what it is that you, you 
do want, whether it be in the stand up comedy or Improv or 
whatever, whatever comedy genre you're going towards. But I 
also.. 

Dani Zoldan: 12:49 Like what do you want? 

Linda Schwartz: 12:49 There are, I mean for me, I want, Gosh, see now you're putting 
me on the spot. 

Dani Zoldan: 12:53 Loaded questions 

Linda Schwartz: 12:58 It is. So if I look at my little vision board here, I have what I want 
in a little on a little piece of paper and this is far stretching and 
far reaching. But my goal is to have a Netflix special. And one of 
the things that I write here is, you know, what, what do I need 
for that? I need an hour of material. I've got a vision of the 
location, I've got a vision of what, how much money I'd like to 
make. And then I ask myself, what do I need to, what do I need 
to do to accomplish this? And I have three things that I list 
down. So the bigger scale for me.. 

Dani Zoldan: 13:37 Like most people I feel they don't have that on paper. 

Linda Schwartz: 13:37 Oh, I that it's one of the things 

Dani Zoldan: 13:39 Which is always awesome. It's really cool. 

Linda Schwartz: 13:41 Well, thank you. But I mean I do see like the bigger vision and 
sometimes it's a little overwhelming because I'm still, I, I feel 
like I'm at such the beginning stage. I, I stand, I started stand up 
comedy about seven years ago, but I took a long break and I feel 
like I'm still, I'm starting from scratch, which I am doing. But this 
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vision that I have is so far reaching that it's almost 
overwhelming and almost unbelievable to myself. Right? So 
there are moments when I'm like, is this really what I want? And 
the truth of the matter is, is yes like I would, I don't think I'd be 
putting in the work that I have if it weren't. And I wonder what 
I'm getting at is that the vision and then the details are so, so far 
away from each other that I wonder if you have any tips for us 
to kind of move in that direction to, to manifest those bigger 
dreams because I know.. 

Dani Zoldan: 14:43 Well, let me, let me back it up. You said you want a Netflix 
special. How did you come to that realization? Why, why do you 
want a Netflix special? 

Linda Schwartz: 14:49 Like in my heart of hearts, I feel like that my purpose on this 
planet is to touch hearts. That's why I had the two hearts from 
my wrist, like to remind myself that this is why I'm here. Stand 
up comedy could be the platform for that. And I feel like it is. 
And laughter is medicine for your soul and that is my way of 
contributing healing to the world. I know that. 

Dani Zoldan: 15:15 When, when did you realized that? 

Linda Schwartz: 15:17 Oh, I thought I was supposed to be interviewing you. Hello? 

Dani Zoldan: 15:25 You're much more interesting than me,so... 

Linda Schwartz: 15:25 No. No. I was a, Oh my gosh I don't know if I've ever shared this 
story with, with a stranger. No, practically. It was many years 
ago. So I was at this business event and at the end of this event, 
this guy was on stage and he, he's walking us through this 
meditation and from the stage he, he says, what is your life's 
purpose? What do you want? And he starts walking us down 
this meditation and I'm in this deep meditative state and I hear 
and see the words you're here to touch hearts. And it like, that's 
the first time I'd ever experienced that kind of thing where it 
just felt like it floated up from the depths of the universe. And 
so it became very clear to me. I just didn't know what the path 
was. And then it became clear to me last year.. 

Dani Zoldan: 16:18 What would be the call that you will use? 

Linda Schwartz: 16:18 Right. And then it became clear to me last year to another 
course that I was taking. I don't know if you know this about 
me, but I take a lot of courses I sign up for everything, but this 
was like a spiritual psychology course and it came forward, you 
know, during one weekend and it was just clear as a bell like 



She Shed Comedy Podcast www.sheshedcomedy.com Host: Linda Schwartz 

Guest: BUSINESS SERIES – Dani Zoldan Owner: Stand Up NY 

you, you need to do stand up comedy. And so that was it. So 
that was my decision. I, you know, became very clear and then 
the Netflix special was that outer thing, you know, like that, that 
an outer expression of the success. Right? Like I, if I saw myself, 
if I got myself to that point on stage, that would mean that I'm 
successful at the stand up comedy thing and also successful at 
doing, living into my purpose. 

Dani Zoldan: 17:06 Right. So that's, that like the goal. 

Linda Schwartz: 17:11 Yeah 

Dani Zoldan: 17:11 That you have the Netflix special you attain your goal. 

Linda Schwartz: 17:14 Yeah. 

Dani Zoldan: 17:14 And you just, the Netflix special you just got excited more about 
that then to be a touring comedian or to have a Sitcom or.. 

Linda Schwartz: 17:20 Oh that stuff is exciting too. I just haven't thought about it. 

Dani Zoldan: 17:24 But for for whatever reason, like for whatever random reason 
you would excited by a Netflix special. 

Linda Schwartz: 17:31 Yeah. Like for me that feels, that feels tangible in that from 
what I'm seeing successful comedians 

Dani Zoldan: 17:41 Right 

Linda Schwartz: 17:41 Have, is this Netflix special and if it turns out that it's something 
else, great. If, if it's the Netflix special. That's fantastic too. I 
know that there's a lot of work in between. So, I'm certainly not 
afraid of that. But.. 

Dani Zoldan: 17:56 But I, I, you asked the question before I asked you why, how you 
realized that's what you wanted? You had it, you had a 
question. 

Linda Schwartz: 18:04 My call. I guess 

Dani Zoldan: 18:05 Was there like something about like the vision and like getting 
what you want? 

Linda Schwartz: 18:10 Yeah, I feel like you know, as an entre, as a serial entrepreneur, 
you obviously have some, some knowledge and some practical 
tips for people who want to venture in to comedy as as an 
entrepreneurial venture. Right? What do you think that piece of 
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advice would be for someone who is just starting out and is 
working on their set but don't have a lot of business 
knowledge? 

Dani Zoldan: 18:36 And they want to be a stand up comic? I mean open mics going 
one or at least one or two. Yeah. Even one one a day 
consistently. Six or seven days a week. Yeah. Like this dude I 
met yesterday, like how many did I say he, he does like five or 
it's an either or something. That's crazy. He, he really wants it. 
Even if people have a day job. I mean it's like, it's like anything 
else, you know, you just gotta you just gotta practice, and.. 

Linda Schwartz: 19:06 I get that. 

Dani Zoldan: 19:06 And, and just make mistakes and keep going on stage and, and 
trying different stages, different stages and just working on your 
material and networking with comics and club owners. 

Linda Schwartz: 19:21 Yes. That's great. So there's something that I.. 

Dani Zoldan: 19:24 But I'm trying to figure out, but you're, you're, you're, I feel like 
your question, I'm like, I liked your question before . 

Linda Schwartz: 19:31 I don't remember that questions 

Dani Zoldan: 19:31 Something like if something to do with like, if you have your 
vision for something had, I don't know, how do you make it a 
reality? I don't remember or whatever. 

Linda Schwartz: 19:42 Yeah. You answer that. 

Dani Zoldan: 19:42 I mean I, I sort a just, I don't think that was the question. I think 
I answered that. That's, that's why that's what happens when I 
cut people off. 

Linda Schwartz: 19:48 Oh, that was so good you know like and because I feel like, 
yeah, so I think what I was getting at is you have, if you do have 
a bigger vision and you're overwhelmed by the tasks that it's 
gonna to take to get there. Like what do you think would be a 
good thing to focus on as a beginner or as somebody who is 
aspiring to be, to have that level of success? Because I know 
that you're around these people a lot, so you, you obviously see 
what they're doing and what they're not doing. And I'm sure 
that if you were to sit down and really assess all of these comics 
that you see, you're gonna to see a pattern of success, right? 
Like so I wonder what it is that you can share from what you're 
seeing, would be like what the successful guys are doing? 
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Dani Zoldan: 20:43 Okay. What would I can think of right off the bat, the successful 
comics that I know, especially in the pit I've seen in the past few 
years, they've just sort of like, they have a fierce like 
independent streak and they really didn't rely on anyone to get 
them like where they are. So it was, it wasn't like, oh, I want to 
have like my, my own Sitcom that's going to make me 
successful. They, they carved out their own niche. And they one, 
one comic I know start the podcast and then a second podcast 
and he, he launched a Patreon account and he's making tens of 
thousands of dollars a month on his own. Like without really 
needing any help from like a club owner. 

Linda Schwartz: 21:30 Right 

Dani Zoldan: 21:30 You know what I'm saying? Or or, or from a Netflix or Hulu.. 

Linda Schwartz: 21:34 Right. Right 

Dani Zoldan: 21:34 Like so they're not so maybe reliance on someone making that 
decision to help them out. They figure it out how to do it 
themselves.. 

Linda Schwartz: 21:47 Yeah. 

Dani Zoldan: 21:47 Which is kind of cool. 

Linda Schwartz: 21:48 No, I think that's great because I feel like it's such a, what I'm, 
what I'm sensing in the stand up comedy world is that it, there's 
a lot of people wanting to do it. And like in anything you have to 
have your, you know, even in entrepreneurship you have to 
stand out in some way to perform and to be able to, and what 
I'm hearing you also say is to just keep creating content and 
you'll create your following or you'll, you'll get your following. 
And that's more valuable too, I think. 

Dani Zoldan: 22:17 And building your own brand and diversifying where if 
something falls through, like look at yourself as your own entity 
and your own business and not be reliant on someone else 
basically for your success. 

Linda Schwartz: 22:32 Right. 

Dani Zoldan: 22:33 But I think I've come across a lot of comics in the past that like 
they're not happy unless they sell their script to someone, you 
know what I'm saying? And, and they have all their eggs in one 
basket. 
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Linda Schwartz: 22:45 Yeah 

Dani Zoldan: 22:45 And like they, they write all day and they want to, or they want 
to get their book published. 

Linda Schwartz: 22:49 Right. 

Dani Zoldan: 22:49 And that's all they focus on. But I, I'm not, I don't love that 
route. So figuring out how to be successful without someone 
making that decision for you. 

Linda Schwartz: 23:02 Got It. So being really just like self generated and making 
decision for yourself and knowing what it is that you want, it's 
basically.. 

Dani Zoldan: 23:13 Yeah. Yeah, exactly. Like, like, like if you're having trouble 
getting pass that a club, a comedy club in LA, like start your own 
show at like a bar. 

Linda Schwartz: 23:25 Yeah. 

Dani Zoldan: 23:26 I'm all for finding just different angles and routes 

Linda Schwartz: 23:30 Yeah 

Dani Zoldan: 23:30 And not relying on like a gatekeeper. 

Linda Schwartz: 23:33 Yeah. So being self generated, really.. 

Dani Zoldan: 23:35 Yeah. 

Linda Schwartz: 23:35 Like taking initiative and knowing that you can create your own 
opportunities. 

Dani Zoldan: 23:41 Exactly. And then create your own following and not someone 
else's, 

Linda Schwartz: 23:46 Right. Yeah. So taking responsibility for your craft and your 
business basically. 

Dani Zoldan: 23:55 Yeah. 

Linda Schwartz: 23:55 Very cool. So I think that there was one more thing that I 
wanted to ask you. And it's about adding value. So how, how 
can you know, a comic who is out there doing their thing, 
creating their content. I mean, I think content creation is, is 
adding value in it of itself. But if there were somebody who 
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wanted to go the other route and, and rely on Bookers and 
clubs and things like that, what is it that we can bring to add 
value to a club like yours? 

Dani Zoldan: 24:36 Like an aspiring comic? That wants to.. 

Linda Schwartz: 24:37 Yeah 

Dani Zoldan: 24:37 Have a relationship with the club? What could they add value? 

Linda Schwartz: 24:37 Yeah. 

Dani Zoldan: 24:37 We have, we have an intern and she's an aspiring comic and 
she, I think she does open mics in the club. And she, you know, 
she works in the office during the day and she, she decided she 
wanted to produce a show. So, so she, she, she put together a 
show. She chose her own line up. She put together an awesome 
like flyer. She marketed on her own and she filled up the room 
and now like we're doing a monthly. So I mean she showed how 
much value she can add. 

Linda Schwartz: 25:13 Yeah. 

Dani Zoldan: 25:13 By, by just, by just taking this idea she had for like producing a 
show and she ran with it and she owns it and she books the line 
up and she reaches out to pro comics and asked them to 
perform. She's not like really waiting for like anyone to, who's 
taking a lot on her upon herself. 

Linda Schwartz: 25:31 Yeah. 

Dani Zoldan: 25:32 Coming happen and without asking so many questions and, and 
I feel like people make things unnecessarily complicated. Just 
making things easy for like management or owners is very 
helpful because I, I get a lot of emails from people with their 
ideas and they'll email me and like I need like a team of people 
to like review this email just because it's very like complex. Like I 
don't know if follow. 

Linda Schwartz: 25:57 Yeah. yeah 

Dani Zoldan: 25:57 So like self sufficient. 

Linda Schwartz: 25:58 Yeah. 

Dani Zoldan: 25:59 And just this easy, I feel like we'd get your foot in the door much 
faster than you know, people that make your life difficult. 



She Shed Comedy Podcast www.sheshedcomedy.com Host: Linda Schwartz 

Guest: BUSINESS SERIES – Dani Zoldan Owner: Stand Up NY 

Linda Schwartz: 26:08 No, I love that. 

Dani Zoldan: 26:10 Does that answer your question? 

Linda Schwartz: 26:14 Yeah. Yeah. I think everybody in this industry who is pursuing 
this thing is really just trying to find their voice and trying to find 
their way. And knowing that there they're sad and they're 
material is adding value on one level, but then there's the 
business side of adding value in. And that is, you know, knowing 
how to communicate with the decision makers, being able to 
express your ideas in a simple manner. And if the, if you're given 
the, you know, authority or if you're self sufficient enough and a 
self starter, you'll create your own content and really show 
people that you are a generator of ideas. Right? So I loved 
everything that you said. I feel like I've learned, I've personally 
learned so much. 

Dani Zoldan: 27:04 But one more, one more plan also I wanna add. 

Linda Schwartz: 27:04 Sure. 

Dani Zoldan: 27:07 You know, besides just laying things out simply for people to 
understand and making and making that easy. I would say 
everyone's like good at something. So I'm like, we all need help 
with something. So coming to the table with like what you could 
help with, whether it's like a comic, or I'm a copywriter during 
the day, you know, if you need any help with anything, like let 
me know. 

Linda Schwartz: 27:33 Right 

Dani Zoldan: 27:33 More like, like barter. I'm all for like just helping at the whole 
comedy community, helping each other. If I, if, if comic reaches 
out, Hey, like I love to help you, create memes for your social 
accounts. You know, I'm like, oh awesome. Like I love your 
memes, you know, I follow you. Like, you know, I think you're 
really funny. Like we're going to put you on stage. 

Linda Schwartz: 27:55 Yeah..yeah 

Dani Zoldan: 27:55 So I think, I think it's just helping each other out and building 
that community. 

Linda Schwartz: 28:00 Absolutely. 

Dani Zoldan: 28:01 I mean that, that's the way I roll. Like there's some club owners I 
guess that focus just, like I don't care if they help me, it's just 
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there 15 minutes has to be great and I'll put them on stage, but 
I don't, that's just coming from like one clubs if you have one 
club. But because we have like five different businesses here 
and we had, we have like an education division. We have a 
podcast business, we have skittish media or creative agency. So 
every comic that comes through the door, I sort of look at them 
and be like, are you are not a great stand up comic? Like your, 
your memes are really funny. So we're like, I think you can help 
in that way. Or, you're a great copywriter. Like we can use like a 
copywriter or you don't have a, you have a great face for like 
podcasts. So we're going to give you a podcast. 

Linda Schwartz: 28:51 So, basically just being willing to help with an offer up your gifts 
and talents in any way possible. I mean, I think for me, like I 
totally resonate with that. Just building community. I feel like 
right now with everything that's going on, there's, my focus has 
really been to dedicate this podcast empowering and educating 
not just women, but anybody who's performing to just go for it. 
Right? And, and you don't see a lot of that. There's, there's a lot 
of division happening and not helping and it's all for myself or 
whatever it is. And I think comedy, the industry needs a 
paradigm shift. And I know that you're doing, you're doing a 
little bit of that with your Laugh Pass. Do you want to talk a little 
bit about that? 

Dani Zoldan: 29:38 Yeah. Back up for one second. When you were talking about 
building a community. I've, I've come across comics that are 
very, it's very apparent how like one sided there and they just, 
you could just tell they're doing everything to serve themselves 
and as so and I've come across a bunch of comics like that and 
they'll like manipulate you and you know, they'll, they'll act like, 
like I'm doing things for you, you know, when like it's really, 
they're doing everything just to help them. And like I cut a lot of 
those people out of the club and like I'm surrounding myself 
with people that really just want to help each other. But I mean 
regarding the Laugh Pass, yeah, we started about six months 
ago and you've been extremely helpful with that. You're 
awesome. 

Linda Schwartz: 30:22 Oh. Thank you 

Dani Zoldan: 30:22 They need it, we need like clone you. 

Linda Schwartz: 30:23 Oh, I'm all about helping. I mean really, really like it's my 
pleasure and my honor and my privilege to do whatever I can. 

Dani Zoldan: 30:31 Thank you. Yup. We're very excited about it. We felt people 
won't comedy fans we're ready for a change and, and we're 
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tired of paying high ticket prices to get access to a comedy club. 
And the two drink minimums are and model sort of like dated 
an old school. We just, we just wanted a offer up, a better 
experience to comedy fans, but also as, as the founder, I 
wanted something more fun to market and it's much cooler to 
market this unlimited access to comedy shows plus like perks. 
Then market shows where there's twine are covering two drink 
minimum, just like an off and on. 

Linda Schwartz: 31:11 Yeah I totally get that. Yeah,yeah.. 

Dani Zoldan: 31:11 Since I started it, I'm like, I'm loving, I'm loving coming up with 
just creative ideas. Had a market at and we just produced some 
funny videos that were running on Facebook. And as you know, 
where we're partnering with comedy podcasts and, and we're 
asking podcasters to do ad reads. I, we just partnered with We 
Work where we're offering 12,000 of their global employees a 
Laugh Pass. 

Linda Schwartz: 31:34 Oh,nice.. 

Dani Zoldan: 31:34 And we just partnered with Equinox, and we're, we're giving 
their employees a Laugh Pass, just, it's just cooler. It's like a cool 
metal black card, which I saw. I didn't forget. I still need to send 
you a handful. 

Linda Schwartz: 31:47 Oh.Oh 

Dani Zoldan: 31:48 And I, and I owe you a hat. 

Linda Schwartz: 31:50 Oh, thanks.. 

Dani Zoldan: 31:50 It's, it's in the mail. It's not in the mail yet, but it will be in the 
mail soon. We ran out of Laugh Passes. I just ordered more. 

Linda Schwartz: 31:56 Oh cool. Okay. I wasn't expecting that. Oh, nice surprise. Thank 
you. 

Dani Zoldan: 32:00 Yeah, no, I'm going to send you a bunch of them and you can 
just give it out to like your friends. You see how excited that , 
that gets you? 

Linda Schwartz: 32:08 Oh yeah. I'm totally excited. I just love free stuff. But like, I'll 
take it an awesome round. 

Dani Zoldan: 32:13 Well you don't get as excited about, like I'm going to send you 
like, like a ticket to a comedy club like the.. 
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Linda Schwartz: 32:21 Yeah. No, I totally get. I mean, the comedy shows that I've been 
going to, especially here in San Diego, do have the two drink 
minimums and it's like they're so pesky because number one, 
my husband and I don't drink and I have this thing like I hate 
having people telling me what to do. Like I don't need two buy 
drinks. I'll buy however many drinks I want and if that's one, it'll 
be one. If that's two, it'd be two, but don't you don't get to tell 
me. 

Dani Zoldan: 32:46 Yeah. 

Linda Schwartz: 32:46 So I love what you're doing to shift the paradigm and give 
people more of an experience. And a VIP experience. 

Dani Zoldan: 32:54 Yup. 

Linda Schwartz: 32:54 And the other thing I really love about it is, I mean, if I were in 
New York and I got the heads up that like a Dave Chappelle or a 
Jerry Seinfeld or , you know, Sarah Silverman, we're coming out 
or even an, you know, Amy Schumer was coming out and you 
get that notification before everybody else like I, I'd be floored. 

Dani Zoldan: 33:16 Yeah. I mean that's awesome. Just so getting people more 
excited is awesome like people's eyes light up like when we give 
them, when we give away like a free passes to someone, we do 
a giveaway every show. Like people love it. So it's just, it's just 
fun. 

Linda Schwartz: 33:29 That's cool. Well thank you. Thank you. Thank you for doing that 
and shifting the paradigm. Because I'm, I'm all about, I'm all 
about experience, you know, like you give people an experience 
and they'll remember you and it's just a better time first of all. 

Dani Zoldan: 33:44 Yeah. You know we're trying to get comedians involved all 
around the country and just including them in on the 
conversation, which I don't think, I don't think it's been done 
where there's been like a mass effort to build relationships with 
all sorts of comics. 

Linda Schwartz: 34:00 Yeah 

Dani Zoldan: 34:00 Rather it to discuss the Laugh Pass with them and just give them 
Laugh passes to give to their friends or give them Laugh passes 
to give away in their podcasts. So like we're reaching out to a lot 
of comics and we're looking to build relationships with them. 
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Linda Schwartz: 34:14 That's great. Well, I mean if there's anything else I can help you 
with with in that regard, I'd love to.. 

Dani Zoldan: 34:20 Thank you. 

Linda Schwartz: 34:22 To be a resource of, to be a resource for you, but we're coming 
up at the top of our time together. I really enjoyed having this 
conversation with you, Dani. 

Dani Zoldan: 34:31 It was fun. 

Linda Schwartz: 34:31 Thanks for being on. And if there's, is there anything else you'd 
like to share with us or a piece of advice that you'd like to give? 
Any wisdom, any insights? 

Dani Zoldan: 34:42 It's cool that you can have conversations like this these days. 
You're in California and I'm here in New York and you know, we 
never met, but we've talked to a handful of times. So it's fun 
developing relationships with people in the comedy industry. 

Linda Schwartz: 34:58 Yeah. 

Dani Zoldan: 34:58 And comedy community, so that's awesome. We're like 10. It 
was 10, five years ago. 10 years ago. It was much harder to do 
that. If you want to meet a comic, you go to like a show. 

Linda Schwartz: 35:10 Yeah. 

Dani Zoldan: 35:10 But, it's kind of cool where, where there are other avenues. 

Linda Schwartz: 35:13 I agree. I love the Internet. I love and hate the Internet. But I 
love the Internet for being able to connect us. This is really the 
first time I've ever seen your beautiful face. 

Dani Zoldan: 35:27 Oh no! But you got it. You got to come to New York and visit. 

Linda Schwartz: 35:32 Oh, I will. 

Dani Zoldan: 35:32 And then I wanna, like I wanna head out there soon. I just 
checked. I just looked at flights. Fights are like 250 round trip. 

Linda Schwartz: 35:41 Yeah. Do it. 

Dani Zoldan: 35:41 So, I'm thinking about coming out there in the next few weeks. 

Linda Schwartz: 35:45 Come out. It'll be fun. 
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Dani Zoldan: 35:45 I'll let you know. 

Linda Schwartz: 35:45 Okay, cool. Sounds great. 

Dani Zoldan: 35:49 We'll see you around. 

Linda Schwartz: 35:49 I will. All right, Dani. Thank you so much. 

Dani Zoldan: 35:51 All right. Take care. 

Linda Schwartz: 35:53 Take care everybody. Thanks for listening. Bye now. 

Linda Schwartz: 35:54 My friends, you love comedy and you love being empowered. 
That's why you listen to this podcast, but we know what you 
don't love, paying a ton of money for tickets to a comedy show 
and those Pesky two drink minimums most club have nowadays. 
Well, I've got some good news for you. Stand Up New York has 
launched the Laugh Pass. It's a new way for comedy fans to get 
a VIP experience for less than the price of a typical night out at a 
club and get this. They're expanding to clubs all around the 
country. So check out, getlaughpass.com for the full list of clubs 
and the Laugh Pass network and Laugh Pass holders. Get 
unlimited access to comedy shows, plus some amazing perks 
such as a free ticket to bring a friend, VIP seating, advanced 
notification when big name comics are scheduled to perform 
and a bottle of wine on your birthday week, what? The pass is 
normally $159 but it's been discounted for fans of our show to 
$139 and that's like $10 a month. Dude, that's insane. So get 
yourself over to standupny.com/laughpass or getlaughpass.com 
and get yourself a true comedy fan VIP experience and make 
sure you enter the coupon code SHE SHED so you can get that 
discount and I can collect my commission. Thanks guys. 

Linda Schwartz: 37:36 Hey guys, it's Linda again. Before I let you go, I just wanted to 
say thank you for listening and if you enjoyed this episode, 
please come by and show your love on one of our social media 
pages. You can find us on Instagram, Facebook, YouTube, and if 
you want to download our RSS feed, you can do so right on 
iTunes. Thanks again and I look forward to sharing more content 
with you. Take care. Bye 

Jingle: 37:44 She Shed Comedy. Like us. Follow us. Share us. Tune in next 
time. 

 


